GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH PAPERS
I.
RESEARCH AREAS
The scope of the papers is centered on three core areas of importance to South & SE Asia i.e. pertaining to 
1. Trade & Development in the post WTO era of Globalization
2. Macroeconomic Adjustment and Economic Growth in the wake of World Bank & IMF recipes of development and 
3. Poverty, Governance and Social Indicators 
I believe that a study of these core areas will do justice to understanding the key characteristics and the nerve of the South & SE Asian economies.  
II.
FORMAT OF PAPER
Length: 15 pages (if you wish to write up to a maximum of 20 pages, I am not stopping you but it has to add value)
Geographical coverage: In your paper you could look at either the Region (South Asia or SE Asia) as a whole or at some countries in the Region that you have selected.
It should have an :  

· Abstract: 300-400 words 

· Review of Literature: this clearly lists all the issues that pertain to your topic. You will identify the issues by reading the literature. 

· Empirical Results: After you have discussed the issues, present the data for the SE Asia or S Asia and discuss the data with reference to the issues identified in the Section on Review of Literature

· Conclusion: gives your findings of the study

· Footnotes: contain explanations of aspects of the points that you are discussing or they discuss some related point

· Bibliography: contains the names of articles or books that are used in the survey of literature
Due Date: Last Lecture of classes
III. TOPICS FOR PAPERS IN PARTS I TO III
PART I:    TRADE & DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
  

South Asian Trade: An Introduction to Issues and post WTO Developments and Challenges– covers the major trade flows and problems in S. Asia – This is a summary paper for the Region as a whole. It covers a review of literature (i.e issues) as written by others and summarized and explained by you.

Regional Trading Arrangements – SAARC and its trade with EU, ASEAN and N. America. The history and future of SAARC with reference to the Doha Round of Talks. Is SAARC an experiment in rhetoric and can we move forward with the ongoing tensions between India and Pakistan?

   Trade performance (elasticities), import substitution or export orientation-what route has been taken by S. Asia?

   Market access issues- papers on tariff and non-tariff barriers and trade restrictions and effects on economy and balance of payments – which sectors are being affected by trade restrictions from developed countries

   Effects of devaluation on trade- have devaluations worked? 

   Globalization and WTO- pros and cons for the region: effects on poverty reduction, growth and employment

   Current and Capital Account Liberalization- what are the economic issues

PART II:  MACROECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH
A. The Role of World Bank & IMF in Economic Development

   Structural Adjustment Programs and Multilateral assistance Programs –have they worked

   The World Bank-IMF “Financial Sector Program” – an evaluation of its achievements

B. Capital Flows and External Shocks

   Effects of capital flows and external shocks

   Foreign Direct Investment- what it has and has not achieved
   Foreign Aid- an assessment of its development consequences
   South Asia’s experience with exchange rate regimes- managed floating or fixed parities?

    Is a currency crisis possible in S.Asia - what can we learn from East Asian currency crisis?

 
C.
Debt and Deficits
   Debt and Deficits – causes and relationship (what is happening to primary deficits as compared to   total deficit)

   Debt write offs- what are they expected to achieve and is there a moral hazard problem

  Twin deficits- what are the causal relationships between the current account and budget deficits

   Military spending – percentage of total expenditure and an economic analysis

   Tax evasion – issues and effects
D.
Other Macroeconomic Issues

  Saving & Investment and Investment in Human Capital- what is the progress and promise

   Privatization – what are the results so far? 

   The Underground Economy – estimates of underground economy and macroeconomic effects

PART III:  POVERTY, GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL INDICATORS
  How poor is South Asia? – comparative statistics through various indicators

  Governance- definitions, measurement and an assessment in the Region

  Corruption – causes, measurement and indicators, and economic effects

  Social Issues and human development indicators-are they improving in the 90s compared to 70s and 80s







